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EMPIRES 


PLAY WITH ANYONE ANYWHERE: 
THE FIRST EVER RTS* MULTIP 
STRATEGY GAME ON N-GAGE! _ 


Win one of six 
Nokia No5 phones! 
Enter by playing an 
Age of Empires® III multiplayer © eee 
match in the N-Gage Arena ncn 
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‘Real Time Strategy . © 2007 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft, the Microsoft Games 
Sludios logo, Age at Em pires and Ensem| are trademarks of the Microsofl group of _ 
companies. Word Senes of Poker™, WS' ‘elated cesigns are trademarks of Harrah's License 


Company, L C. Used with permission. This product is intended for use dy those of legal age or older for 
amusement ‘pur poses only. Nokia and N- Geos ane trademarks of Nokia Carporation 


Asphalt 3: Street Rules. ............. 
Bounce Boing Voyage ..........00. 
Dirk Dagger and the Fallen Idol .....4 


Hooked On: Creatures of the Deep. : 
Mile High Pinball. .................. 


Pra Series Gols ccssicsveacoauecn 2& 
Reset Generation .........0cecc0ees 
Space Impact Kappa Base.......... ~ 
Star Wars: The Force Unleashed... . 
System Rush Evolution, .........6+. : 
World Series of Poker............... ‘ 


Introducing N-Gage 


What is N-Gage? You'll find out right here! 


| How to download games 
me to Our step-by-step guide on how to download 
e N-Gage games to your handset 


Welcome to the Your Guide to N-Gage News & previews 
magazine! If you want to know all about the The latest news and previews, including: Metal 
best games that you can get on your Nokia Gear Solid Mobile, Dance Fabulous, Mega Monsters, 
mobile phone, then you've come to the right BR Soe els CEES NE AP Ie 
place. N-Gage lets you download some brilliant N-Gage Arena 
titles to your Nokia handset, from Tetris to Metal We tell you all about N-Gage Arena, your portal 
c Gear Solid and beyond! toa world of connected gaming! 
Inside you'll find a step-by-step guide on how to So yn (ihe... Casual classics 
download N-Gage games to your mobile phone, Want gamé& that are fun and easy to 
news on the best upcoming games, reviews on the understand? Say hello to three pick-up-and-play 
; titles you really must be playing, and much more classics — Tetris, Block Breaker Deluxe and Cafe 
: besides, including all you need to know about N- Solitaire 12 Pack 
Gage Arena, which lets you pit your gaming skills N-Gage Directory 
against gamers worldwide. The best N-Gage games catalogued in one place 


“ Sowhatare you waiting for? A vast world of brilliant 
gaming awaits you — enjoy! WATCH OUT! 


Jes, Bickham cen 


Get more from your mobile 
with Nokia 
is more related content 


onthe Net Win mobile phones 
Just click on it to go Nokia N96 and N85 handsets up for grabs! 
straight to the site! 


Your Guide fo N-Gage is published by Steel Media Ltd, For advertising of other enquiries relating to the magazine contact Chris James — chris@steelmedia.co.ul 

All information is correct at time of going to press. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part Is prohibited without prior written pemlssion of Stee! Media Ltd 
No responsibility will be accepted for any errors or omissions, or comments made by the writers. Views expressed are not necessarily the views of Nokia. 

©2009 Stee! Media Ltd 
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Introduction to 


GAGE 


Everything you need to know about 


2009 is going to be a big year for mobile gaming, for a 
variety of reasons. But one of the main ones is N-Gage by 
Nokia. The mobile gaming service is already in a number of 
handsets, and it'll be in more this year - including some of 
Nokia’s most popular models. 

But where to begin if you're new to N-Gage? Well, holding 
this magazine in your hands is a good starting point, with all 
the news, features and reviews you could want to fill you in 
on N-Gage. But we'll start by explaining all the basics in this 
very feature. 

If mention of the word N-Gage makes you think of a pasty- 
shaped phone that you have to hold sideways to make calls, 
you can dispel those thoughts right now! That was the first 
N-Gage, released in October 2003, and then followed by the 
N-Gage QD in 2004. 

The devices didn’t take the world by storm, although Nokia 
did ship two million of them by the end of 2007. However, they 
provided some valuable lessons for the company, especially 
from the popularity of its N-Gage Arena community. Those 
lessons have been put to good use for the all-new N-Gage. 

So what is it? Well, it's now a service that runs across a range 
of Nokia handsets. The N-Gage application sits on the phone, 
and lets you browse and buy games, post reviews and ratings 
of the ones you like (or dislike), and interact with other gamers. 
____ Currently, N-Gage runs on 11 different Nokia handsets (see 


FANTASTIC DRIFT! 
(Ae 


GaGe www.n-gage.com 


boxout to your right). They include whizzy models 
like the N95 8GB and N96, but also handsets like 
the 5320 XpressMusic and 6210 Navigator. More 
handsets coming out in 2009 will be N-Gage 
capable too, such as the much-anticipated N97. 

On some, you can download the service from 
Nokia’s website, while on others it’s preloaded on 
the handset with some free demos, allowing you to 
get playing as soon as you take it out of the box 
and charge it up. 

Actually, those free demos are also another big 
plus point for N-Gage. Every game has a free demo 
version available, which you can download and 
play to see if you like the game. If you do, you can 
then choose to pay for a day, a week or 
permanently — paying via credit-card or your phone 
bill — and then have full access to the game. Turn to 
our How To guide later in the magazine for a 
breakdown of how it all works. 


Every game has a free 
. dl 
demo version available 

The other big selling point of N-Gage is its 
N-Gage Arena community, which broadens out 
your gaming to include other players. Some games 
let you play against other people over the network 
- for example, the brilliant System Rush Evolution 
and Reset Generation. 

Others offer online high-scores, letting you see 
how your best efforts compare to the world. 
Meanwhile, every game lets you earn N-Gage 
Points for specific achievements, which go towards 
your individual N-Gage Points total, which other 
players can see when they sign you up as a friend. 
Read more about the N-Gage Arena in our feature 
later in this magazine. 

So that’s a potted summary of why we're excited 
about N-Gage, and why we think you will be too. 
But check out the rest of the mag for more details, 
and dive right in. See you on N-Gage Arena! 


Other N-Gage compatible handsets. 


The Handsets! 


Our six favourite N-Gage phones 


An affordable all-round handset, 
this slim device packs some 
decent features, including a five- 
megapixel camera with Carl Zeiss 
lens, and the latest Nokia Maps 
software, backed up by A-GPS to 
help find your way around. You 
get a 4GB microSD card bundled 
with the handset for storage, too, 
plus good music and web 
browsing features. 


N85 


Promising music, gaming and 
the internet in one sleek 
package, the N85 is the follow- 
up to the much-loved (at Pocket 
Gamer) N81. It's got a five- 
megapixel camera, a stunning- 
looking OLED screen, A-GPS and 
Nokia Maps, and dedicated 
gaming keys that slide out when 
you're getting your N-Gage on, 


N95 


The N95 has been making 
gadget-lovers go weak at the 
knees for some time now, and 
with very good reason. Sporting 
the same stylish slide-out design 
as its predecessor, not to 
mention the five-meqapixel 
camera, it’s also got better 
battery life. It’s a great all- 
rounder. 


NOKIA 


High Street 


6210 Navigator 


Although many of the handsets 
here have A-GPS and Nokia 
Maps, the 6210 Navigator is a 
fully-focused navigation phone, 
with GPS and builtin software to 
get turn-by-turn directions as 
good as a requilar satnav device. 
But it’s also got a 3.2-megapixel 
camera, Music features, and of 
course N-Gage. 


5320 
XpressMusic 


The 5320 was the first non-Nseries 
handset to get N-Gage, showing 
Nokia's keenness to spread the 
platform as widely as possible. It’s 
a music handset with up to 24 
hours of playback time and 
superb audio quality. Meanwhile, 
an eight-way navi-key is great 
news for N-Gage gamers. 


" } % 

The hot handset of the moment, | 
this is a true heavyweight phone f 
in terms of features, with mobile shine 
TV and video a big focus. It’s also 
got a five-megapixel camera, 
slide-out music and gaming keys, 
a decent web browser, and the 
Nokia Maps/A-GPS combo. It also 
comes with a decent-sized 
microSD card. 
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Games! 


With more than 26 titles 
available, you're spoilt 
for choice 


The key selling point of N-Gage, of course, is its 
games. At the time of writing there are 27 
available, covering pretty much every gaming 
genre you could ask for. 

Love high-speed racers? You'll want to check 
out Asphalt 3: Street Rules and System Rush: 
Evolution. Sports fan? Try Pro Series Golf, FIFA 09 
or Midnight Pool. A hardcore gamer? ONE, Reset 
Generation and Brothers In Arms might be your 
thing. More casual? Tetris, Café Solitaire 12-Pack 
and Block Breaker Deluxe should definitely float 
your boat. 

There really is something for everyone. And 
of course, those free demos mean if you're not 
sure about a game, you can try before you buy. 
That said, we'd recommend you turn to our 
reviews section to get our 
verdict on which titles are 
best for N-Gage. 
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&) Step 2:Pickagame © 


Step 1: Get N-Gage 


Before you can play 
N-Gage games you'll 
need to download the N- 


Gage application to your |: 


phone. Head over to 
www.n-gage.com and 
click on the Get N-Gage 
icon at the top — you'll 
be directed to step-by- 
step instructions on how 
to download the 


application to your PC Of (sees eee 
Mac, and how to transfer 
it from your computer to 
your phone (via USB 
cable or Bluetooth). 


Got the N-Gage 
application installed? 
Great. Then head on 
over to www.n-gage. 
com again, and click on 
the Games icon at the 
top. You'll be taken to a 
page with every single 
N-Gage game — so have 
a browse, look at the 
screenshots and pick 
the one you want to 
buy. When you're ready, 
click the Free Trial 
button... 


What do you do if you 
want the full game? 
When you boot upa 
trial game you're given 
three options — Try 
Games, Purchase Now 
and Enter Activation 
Code. Select Purchase 
Now and you're offered 
further options; you can 
buy the full version of 
the game, or buy a one 
day or seven day pass 
for a cheaper price. 


“Tor: 


Head along to 


www.pocketgamer.co.u! 
to get loads more 
‘How fo’ quides 
for your mobile 


Step 4: Buy the game © 


© This is 4 limited trial. 


ao Try Game 


EE eemed 


\f Purchase Now 


Enter Activation Code 
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Step 3: Play tree trial 


Every N-Gage game 
comes with a free trial, 
enabling you to sample 
the game for no cost! 
Click on Free Trial, 
follow the instructions, 
and the game will 
download to your 
computer — from here 
you can install it onto 
your phone. (The free 
trial is actually the 
complete game, but 
most of it is locked off 
until you decide to buy 
the whole thing.) 


Step 5: Pay and play! 


So you've made your 
choice, and now it's 
time to open your 
wallet. You can pay for 
your game in two ways: 
through your phone bill 
or by your credit card. 
Your credit card details 
are stored for future 
purchases, and when 
you confirm your 
purchase, you can enter 
your email address to 
get sent a receipt. And 
that’s it — get playing! 


NOKLA 


n-Gace 


Cafe;Solitairel-JAnything|butjsolitary! 


a 


- Now available 
for 


peer er ry - - ™ 
oo! 
(Fa ~ , 


STRICTLY FUN DANCING 


Nokia wants to start a pop-culture revolution 
from your phone - and it’s roped in a music 
industry big gun to help. 


Dance Fabulous looks to appeal to the budding pop star 
in everyone, enabling you to choreograph dance routines 
to accompany any music you have stored.on your phone. 
You'll be able to customise everything, from the 
appearance of your dancer to the way in which they strut 
their stuff, 


What's more, thanks to an in-built community feature, 
you'll be able to share your inventive choreographies with 
your friends. 


To ensure they get the formula just right, developer 
Digital Legends (who made the excellent beat‘em-up 
ONE) has enlisted the help of all-round pop legend Dave 
Stewart, who shot to fame with Annie Lennox in their 
chart-topping band the Eurythmics. Stewart is known in 
the industry for his pioneering approach to music, and his 
involvement with Dance Fabulous has already brought 
about.a first for gaming. 


Dance Fabulous will be the first game to launch the 
career of an up and coming pop star, with Stewart 
making Nokia aware of the talents of Canada’s Cindy 
Gomez. The multi-lingual performer has contributed not 
only her catchy songs to the project but her unique 
dance style, thanks to the use of advanced motion- 
capture technology. 


Dance Fabulous is clearly dancing to a different rhythm to 
pretty much any game that has gone before it. By 
trampling down the boundaries between pop music and 
video gaming, it looks set to storm both sets of charts. 


N-caGe ture of mobile games al WWW.n-gage.com 
by Nokia 


Lara gets 
lown and 


dirty 
Lara Croft returns in what promises to be the 
most detailed and technically advanced Tomb 
Raider game ever to appear on your mobile 
phone. You'll be able to make Lara run, jump, 
swim, climb, sidestep, hang on ledges and 


basically throw her around like the freakishly 
agile toff we all know and love. 


AND SHE’S BIGGER 
AND BETTER THAN 
EVER BEFORE 


Three intriguing modes will be offered: adventure, puzzle 
and time trial, with the main adventure mirroring the story of 
the popular console game. Rest assured that there'll be plenty 
of dual pistol-wielding action mixed in with the usual 
brain bending cryptic puzzles. 


KONAMI’S CREEPING CLASSIC IS HERE! 


The Metal Gear Solid series has thrilled console 
gamers for over a decade. Now it looks set to 
successfully infiltrate our Nokia handsets. 


There isn't a whiff of compromise either, with slick 3D 
graphics and all the sneaky gameplay we've come to 
expect from Mr Snake. 


lt wouldn't be a Metal Gear Solid game without a healthy 
dose of innovation, either. Through clever utilisation of 
your handset’s camera, you can physically aim your 
weapons by tilting the phone. Even more remarkable is 
the ability to customize Snake's camouflage by 
scanning in colours from real life objects. 


Don't let this one slip past you! It’s out now. 


Games cost either £6 or £8 and you will be advised of price before purchase, 
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Make your 
own games 


MAKE, SHARE AND PLAY YOUR OWN 
MINI-GAMES 


We can guarantee you one thing about 
Yamake: you won't have played anything 
like it before. It lets you to use snippets Yomnake lets you 
from your own photos, videos and sound filesin = 
the construction of your very own mini-games. 


These mini-games are the sort of familiar, casual gaming experiences everyone 
is familiar with — picture puzzles, quizzes, Top Trumps-like card wars and various 
other amusements. It’s the scope to personalise each aspect that sets Yamake 
apart, though, as well as its fully formed social aspect. 


Once you've designed your masterpiece, you'll be able to share it with the 
wider Yamake community. Yamake's unique combination of casual 
appeal and cutting edge innovation marks it out as 
one of the most exciting prospects —_ i 
for 2009. ae 


Gameloft’s Asphalt 3 was an 
impressive early N-Gage 
release, providing Nseries 
owners with a welcome shot of 


@ 
nitrous oxide. Now the sequel is 
a rn i ng set to overtake all and sundry 
; on its way to first place. 
ru bber It'll offer more high-octane racing and 


more vehicular carnage, as you're 
encouraged to carry out ‘takedowns’ 


args col the act of careening into your 
TO THE opponents. This is more about 
START LINE guts and aggression than any 


great driving precision. 

Expect even sharper 3D graphics 
and an assortment of exotic cars 
and motorbikes to unlock. 


Beautiful ga game 


GAMELOFT ENTERS THE N-GAGE TITLE RACE 


The football gaming market is as competitive as they come, 
with giants EA (FIFA) and Konami (PES) having run the show 
for many years. When it comes to the mobile footy title, 
however, it’s very much a three horse race. 


Real Football 2009 will mark the series’ N-Gage debut, which looks set to 
ask some serious questions of early runner FIFA 09. The key to its appeal is 
a finely balanced combination of accessibility and depth, forgoing 

he flashy tricks or the technical 
ature of the competition. 


Coupled with the series’ staple 
jigh-quality 3D visuals and fluid 
animation, Real Footbal! 2009 
promises to feature ‘a true to life 
football experience’ thanks to 
‘realistic opponent behaviour’ You'll 
e able to play as one of over 200 
clubs across six leagues, walking out 
at one of a dozen great football 
stadiums including Milan, 
Manchester and Madrid. 


The Resident Evil series has been one 
of the most influential on modern 
action gaming. From its cinematic 
presentation to the heart- 
stoppingly tense gameplay, a 


whole generation has scared itself 
U nd ead silly blasting and evading zombies. 

Now it’s made its way to N-Gage in an 

original title based on the recent animated 
— film. Resident Evit Degeneration is set in an 

American airport overrun by shuffling 

a m i al zombies (no jokes please) 
The game makes full use of the N- 


SURVIVAL HORROR Gage's graphical abilities, featuring a rich 
COMES TO N-GAGE 3D world packed with detail (not to 
mention plenty of zombies). It's out now! 
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It's a fact that wanton 
mayhem and destruction, 
whilst undesirable in real life, 


Need For Speed Undercover are incredibly fun in digital 
is all about bringing down form. Mega Monsters tasks 
dangerous criminals by driving you with designing a cute 
really, really fast. creature with its own unique 


attributes, before sending it 
out to wreak havoc in the 
game’s glorious 3D 
cityscapes, like a primary- 
coloured Godzilla. 


That's the situation you'll find yourself in here as 
you race through four distinctive urban areas in a range 
of powerful cars, such as the Porsche 911, Circuit, Sprint, Lap 
Knockout, and Bounty race types are on offer, with the gaal 
being to earn enough street cred to take a shot at the four ruthless 


gang leaders. As well as developing and cross 
It’s not just the criminal elements you'll have to watch out for either, as a breeding your monster, you'll also 
persistent police force tries to clamp down on the illegal racing scene be able to battle your friends head 
you're involved in. The series’ trademark impressive 3D visuals and high- to head and share your creations 
octane action are virtually guaranteed when Need For Speed makes its via N-Gage Arena, which is a great 
N-Gage debut. idea, we're sure you'll agree. 
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EA’S EVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCE SET FOR N-GAGE 


The simplicity of playing this top-down eat-‘em-up 
belies its staggering scope. Starting as the smallest of 
life forms you must swim around the primordial soup 
and feed, grow and avoid larger predators in order to 
evolve. As you move up the food chain, it’s up to you 
to customise your creature’s attributes. 


The game has also been promised to take full advantage 
of N-Gage’s online capabilities. 


it’s eat or be eaten 
in the world of Spore 
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UPDATED CLASSIC BOARD GAME 
COMES TO N-GAGE 


Now featuring world-famous 
cities such as Paris and Shanghai, 
Monopoly is no longer set in a 
single country - it truly has gone 


e 
assic global in scope. 


And now you can join in the wheeling 


and dealing on your Nokia handset as 
cas Monopoly Here and Now: The World } — 
Edition comes to N-Gage. So get ready —. 
h to roll the dice, learn about the world 
and, above all else, get very rich indeed! 
das What could be more fun? MiAth oe 
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Hit the gas to race against ruthless gangs running an International crime ring, But watch your back, The thugz aren't 
your only enemies, Win races to gain street cred and fill your garage with killer cars, like the Porsche 911, Reach the ; 7,4 
=_ 
finish line first in circuit races, Bust up the city in bounty challenges, Show your skillz for a shot at gang leaders, ont 


Choose between Career or Quick Race mode, Brakes are optional in Need for Speed": Undercover 
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© 2009 Electronic Arts Inc. EA, the EA logo and Need for Speed are trademarks or registered trademarks of Electronic Arts Inc. in the U.S. and/or other countries. All Rights Reserved. 
The names, designs, and logos of all products are the property of their respective owners and used by permission. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 


Every mobile phone is 
connected, even if for many 
people, that connectivity is only 
used for talking, texting and the 
odd sneaky WAP check of the 
football results. Yet with an 
increasing number of handsets 
being sold on cheap or unlimited 
data tariffs, this connectivity is 
increasingly being used for 
mobile gaming, too. And 
N-Gage Arena is at the forefront 
of connected gaming on the go. 


selling 


N-Gage Arena is the dedicated 
community around N-Gage, with 
every gamer able to create their 
own profile and interact. You start 
by creating a player name and 
password, before (if you want) 
uploading a photo or picture and 
details of where you are in the 
world. It’s part social network, in that 
you can add friends to keep tabs on 
what games they're playing, and 
whether they're totting up more 
N-Gage Points than you are. 


Oh, yes, N-Gage Points are a big 
part of N-Gage Arena. There are 
three kinds: Solo Points, which you 
earn from progressing through 
games on your own, and collecting 
‘point pickups’ Then there’s 
Multiplayer Points, which you get by 
playing online with other people. 
Finally there's Arena Points, which 
you earn by taking part in other 
N-Gage community activities. Add 
all these together, and you get your 
N-Gage Points total, which is shown 


Reset 
Generation 


Publisher: Nekia 


No matter when you log on to this g 
you'll find people to p 
test your skills. Impro 


ame’s online mode, 


lay against in short, sharp games that 


ving your ranking Is superbly addictive. 


off to other players. 

But the real meat of N-Gage 
Arena comes from the games, as 
you'd expect, We should make it 
clear that the Arena isn’t just about 
real-time multiplayer gaming - 
although some games like System 
Rush Evolution and Reset Generation 
do allow that. But N-Gage Arena 
can support all forms of 
connectivity, including global 
rankings tables where you compare 
your best scores with the world, 


NGAGE 


and also more focused rankings. 

For example, on Space Impact: 
Kappa Base the Arena mode 
involves getting the highest score 
possible on a series of levels, then 
uploading that to the community. 
Meanwhile, upcoming game 
Yamake will let you create fun mini- 
games using the photos and videos 
on your phone, and upload them to 
N-Gage Arena for others ta play, 

It’s also worth noting that N-Gage 
Arena covers the whole community, 


u 
uploading yo 
boasting t 


ur Monster Cat 
ch 
© the world? SS 


which is as much about chatting as 
it is gaming. The forums on 
www.n-gage.com let you chat to 
other gamers, as well as take part in 
special tournaments — for exarnple, 
December saw a FIFA 09 
tournament take place. 

As N-Gage appears on more 
Nokia handsets in 2009, its Arena 
community will grow too, with 
thousands of new people to play 
against. And that's great news for 
mobile gaming. 


/* 


-Gage is capable of 
N some quite remarkable 
graphics — for proof, 
look at games like ONE, with its 
gorgeous three dimensions of 
fighting fun, or System Rush 
Evolution, which sports oodles 
of hi-tech neon future-racing. 
Frankly, our eyes have never 
had it so good before. 
But a good game isn't always 
about the graphics, as impressive as 


DIVE INTO N-GAGE GAMING WITH THESE THREE CLASSIC GAMES! 


they might be (thankfully, both ONE 
and System Rush Evolution are 
brilliant to play, we hasten to add). 
Nope, what matters is gameplay - 
because it’s this that keeps you 
coming back to your handset time 
and again for just one more go, 
making you miss your bus, your 
train, and important life events like 
dates and weddings. Sometimes, 
gameplay can be fantastic, but also 
complex and demanding; some 
games require you to learn an 
awful lot before you can 
understand how good 
they are. So if you're new 
to N-Gage, where on 
earth do you start? 


Well, we've 


chosen three 
Md 
2 


tremendous 
- 


games that are well-suited to the 
casual player — you don't need to 
have been playing games for years 
to enjoy these beauties, as they're so 
simple you can pick them up and 
have fun within moments. And 
you've got to be familiar with the first 
of our time-wasting trio - it's none 
other than Tetris. 

Yep, the block-dropping puzzle 
classic is in fine form on N-Gage, 
offering all the addictive fun you'd 
expect from this timeless game. 
Most impressive is the number of 
modes that have been shoehorned 
into the game — as well as the 
regular Marathon mode, there's Ultra 
(score as Many points as possible in 
two minutes), 40 Lines (clear 40 lines 
as quickly as possible), Clash (two 
players taking turns to drop blocks 
on a single screen) and Versus. Plus, 
you can upload your top scores to 
N-Gage Arena (see page 18 for more 
on this). Top stuff. 

Block Breaker Deluxe, meanwhile, is a 
Variant of the classic game Breakout, 


in which you have to bat balls at a 
wall of bricks in order to destroy 
them. The basic game is pretty 
much the same — which is to say, it's 
immense fun and can be picked up 
within seconds — but it’s wrapped up 
in an engaging story mode that sees 
you travelling around the town of 
Palm Ocean and competing in 
tournaments. There's also a range of 
power-ups to add a bit of spice to 
the brick-breaking action. 

Finally, we've got Café Solitaire 12- 
Pack, which offers not 11, not 13, but 
12 variants of the classic card game 
of Solitaire — it's enough to keep you 
hooked for life. But the real genius of 
this game is the ‘Café’ concept — 
basically, it lets you create your own 
virtual character, and a café, and 
invite people to play with you - or, if 
you like, you can visit others players’ 
cafés. It’s a great idea that’s well 
implemented, and you can even text 


N-GaGe 


message other players but 


® 
regardless of this, Café Solitaire ° if Oo Play! ° 
12-Pack is the best Solitaire zee 9° to wy, = . 
b © go Find ma ™"-9age : 
game money can buy. games fs Many More ‘Om @ 
So there you go - three o Mile High pip. (Might Poawual e 
cracking games that don't © AF Pofo, Call to Worjy 2 and 
require hours of understanding e B rain Bis Chas en d Serje; @ 
to play. With these corkers you ok 56 halen, i” a . 
can dive right on in and be methin for ee ue 
7 spixis p ‘ ® eve eo 
having fun within minutes. So what rYOne! e 
are you waiting for? %e ooe® 


Tetris 
Publisher: EA Mobile 


Drop blocks to create lines, thus making 
them disappear as they rise towards the 
top of the screen; yep, it’s the Tetris we 
know and love. This is a 
cracking conversion of the 
world’s favourite puzzle 
game, and is essential. 


nit 
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Café Solitaire 12-Pack “ 
Publisher: Digital Chocolate 


What you've got here is 12 variants of 
the game of Solitaire — which might 
seem a bit much, but once you've spent 
24 hours straight playing it 

you'll realise it’s great and Hi 


wonder where the time went. ,aa8, Wy 
Comprehensive and ace! “ee 10 ves 
Block Breaker:Deluxe 
Publisher: Gameloft 


Based on the classic Breakout, which first 
appeared back in 1980, Block Breaker 
Deluxe is simplicity itself - you bat a ball 


upwards, in order to destroy 
rh il 
10 | 


comse xa: 
layers of blocks. It’s so 
addictive it'll eat your brain — 


which is a good thing. 
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@. Reset Generation is highly addictive 

< and very, very, very fun. (it's hard not titles, blends them up in 2 CO 

es ee to emphasize that enough). it’s quite cartoon style that’s genuinely charming 

hardcore too but only in the sense and humorous. and chucks in power-ups 
that you need to invest time in it, and an insanely addictive multiplayer 
jearning the ins and outs of the mode for good mmeasure. 


; ameplay: characte rs and power-ups: The end result is that Reset Gene ration 's 
P= Ny And it's quite complicated, with three just tremendous ~ i's innovative, 

ah sat phases = play and a lot of challenging and, most of all, a hoot f play. 
variables @ ing your strategy: But it’s also an important title in terms of 


But how to describe iv? pushing the boundaries af mobile gamins: 
: Well, Reset Generation and trying f do something genuinely 
takes element ) new. It might not use GPS, ipoast eye 
puzzle games (you use goggling 3D graphics, or rely on your 
Tetris-like blocks to phone's camera to tum your fiving room 
create 4 path so your into an augmented reality dungeon. But 


princess and you can Gage game that lets the mobile phone 
link blocks for combos, stand toe-t0 zoe with the pest that other 
enabling you t° get \atforms Can offer. It is, in other words. 


further) and strategy utterly, utterly essential. 


GAME YET, 
, AND 
THERE WITH THE BEST 


Games cost either £6 or £8 and you will be advised of price before purchase. 


eal-world fishing is arguably rubbish, 
but playing Creatures of the Deep on 
N-Gage is excellent. Not just because you 
don’t have to wait hours for a sniff at a 
fish, but because it’s done the impossible 
and grafted a role-playing game mechanic 
onto a fishing experience to create 
something new and wonderful. 


We'll explain. You start with a boat and a basic 
fishing rod but everything you catch earns you 
experience points, just like an RPG. Once you get a 
certain amount, you level up, just like an RPG. You 
can also buy and earn new items along the way to 
help, just like, yes, 
an RPG. 

The result may be 
something that's 
undoubtedly a 
slow burn, and 
may well not 
appeal to gamers 
craving more 
console-like 
action on their 
handsets, but give 
it some time and 
it'll absolutely reel 
you in, 
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Nokia's long-awaited beat-'em- 
up, ONE, is an incredible reminder 
of what stunning, cleverly 
handled 3D visuals can do fora 
game. It’s a reminder of how 
impressive 3D can (and should) be 
- and while there might not be 
many games currently showing 
off the ability of Nokia’s games 
system, ONE should be a severe 
kick up the arse (literally) for any 
subsequent developers who 
intend to impress us. 


The gameplay is pretty shallow and 
straightforward. This definitely isn't 
meant as a criticism, however; a beat- 
‘em-up should be immediate in its 
impact, grabbing gamers by the 
knuckles and wringing the blood from 
them through relentless button-mashing 
addictiveness, and that’s precisely what 
ONE does. 


There's no pretence that ONEis aimed at 
any niche other than the beat'em-up 
fanatic, but we won't drop points 
because of that. Right now there are few 
other games that bring N-Gage so close 
to the next-gen console gaming sphere. 


jJke beot-‘em-ups? j 
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LIKE A RUBBER BALL... 


Bounce was originally pre- 
installed on a lot of Nokia 
handsets, back when mobile 
gaming was more of a novelty. But 
it was also a great game, packed 
with pick-up-and-play 
addictiveness — and in Boing 
Voyage, the classic Nokia game 
has been given a suitable next-gen 
mobile update. 


The levels are superbly designed, acting 
as high speed Sonicesque races along 
dynamic environmental speedways at 
one moment, then switching (quite 
organically) to brain scratching puzzlers as 
you attempt to fathom how to get the 
ball back on track. This constant cross and 
change of momentum and mental 
dexterity keep Boing Voyage enthralling - 
it's the kind of game that can make you 
miss a bus stop purely through blissful 
escapist distraction. 


Bounce Boing Voyage is exactly the kind 
of conscle-esque pocket game the 
N-Gage needs to put itself forward as a 
contender in the mobile gaming 
campaigns. Top stuff. 


TPS THF UME! TYE FOUND BERS 


CAN'T YOU USe A LIGHTSWITCE, 
HARRY? 


A FILM NOIR PARODY - 
ON YOUR MOBILE! 


The Fallen Idol sports the kind of hand- 
drawn, two-dimensional visuals that 
characterized the classic graphic adventure 
genre which sprang to prominence on the 
PC in the 80s - and that’s very much what 
developer Jadestone is attempting to 
revive here. 


If you'te partial to a good point-n-click adventure, 
where the idea is to explore your surroundings for 
clues by clicking on objects, you've come to the 
right place. Dirk Daggers got a great comic film noir 
styling and splendid eee 
narrative — but the began 
gameplay sometimes 
falls a little flat, with the 
puzzles never as good or 
as involving as they could 
be. Nevertheless, this is 
ultimately a very 
entertaining adventure 
romp. It's a little on the 
short side, but 
sometimes short is sweet. 


Games cost either £6 or £8 and you will be advised of price before purchase. 


THE FORCE IS 
MODERATELY STRONG 
IN THIS ONE 


The Force Unleashed puts you in the shoes 
of Darth Vader’s ‘Secret Apprentice’ and 
attempts to tell an all-new Star Wars story. 
It's an unusual game: you have no direct 
control over the Secret Apprentice, and 
each part of the game takes place ona 
beautifully-rendered fixed screen, the only 
moving parts being you, your enemies, 
and the weedy fireworks that fill the space 
between. It’s an interesting concept. 


Using your phone's key-pad or D-pad, you have to 
tap out shapes made of crackling blue light strung 
between the points on a grid at the top of the 
screen, A triangle, for instance, might be 4’, ‘6; ‘2’ 
followed by B (on an N81) to execute the Force 
power this shape represents. 


It plays like the offspring of whack-a-mole and 
lightgun lovely Time Crisis. This isn’t the usual 
blockbuster boilerplate or bog-standard platformer. 
No, it's a clever, well-presented, innovative game. 


www.n-gage.com 


Space Impact 
Kappa Base 


PREPARE TO TEST 

YOUR THUMBS 

Ever played one of those insanely 
hardcore Japanese shoot-’em-ups? 
This is like one of them. And it’s 
bloody hard. Too hard, arguably, 
in that a lot of people will play the 
first couple of levels, get 
frustrated, and never come back 
to it. Which is a shame, because 
it’s visually superb, has some 
genuinely innovative gameplay 
features for its genre, and includes 
well thought-out connectivity, too. 


There's a great gimmick to the game too 
— by ‘grazing’ enemy bullets you can 
build up a combo gauge, which enables 
you to trigger a screen-filling special 
weapon. Fill it up two or three times over 
and you get an even more powerful 
attack to blast enemies with. 


If you're prepared to put in the time and 
effort, Soace impact opens out into a 
wonderful shooter that you'll be playing 
for months. 


System Rush 
Evowtion 


YOUR JAW WILL DROP 


Ideaworks3D’s racing game is one of the 
best looking mobile games we've ever 
seen. It’s a WipEout-esque futuristic racer 
that deals in super-fast racing with power- 
ups and weapons. You can even upgrade 
your ship with your winnings. It’s also got 
a pounding techno soundtrack that's 
perfectly in keeping with the game's 
subject material. 


It's a superb, addictive and well-crafted qame 
with serious long-term depth. But there's a hitch: 
it's bloody hard. Still, that doesn't detract from the 
fact that, technically, 
System Rush Evolution is a 
fantastic demonstration 
of what N-Gage is 
capable of in terms of 
graphics and online 
connectivity, as it 
allows you to enjoy 
head-to-head races with 
other players. And once 
you get over the 
si learning curve, you'll be 
utterly hooked. 


STRUCTURED FUTURISTIC 
RACERTHATLOOKSSIMPLY #2 58 
INCREDIBLE ane 
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PURE DRIVING BRILLIANCE 


Asphalt 3 is a fabulous little racing 
game, pitched somewhere 
between the Holy Trinity of 
console racing classics Burnout, 
Ridge Racer and OutRun. The 
resemblance to the first of these 
games is the most pronounced 
though, right down to the 
‘takedowns’ where the aim is to 
smash up your rivals as you race. 


Still, originality be damned: it doesn't 
matter that Asphalt 3 might borrow 
some elements of other titles, as this 
game is fast, there's a variety of 
challenges and upgrades, the controls 
are simple, it looks great, and you'll find 
yourself grinning throughout. 


Ultimately, Asphalt 3: Street Rules is an 
excellent driving game that’s a great 
showcase for your N-Gage handset. And 
you can't say fairer than that, 


FAST, LETS YOU SMASH ity 4 


INTO THINGS. = os 
MARVELLOUS! ane 10 


Games cost either £6 or £8 and you will be advised of price before purchase. 


Want 


Get Pocket Gamer 
on your mobile! 


For UK users text PGRIMER to 
60300 now to get our news and 
reviews in your pocket. 


For international users, text 
PGAHMER to +447797800300. 
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Texts cost 25p and your operator may apply 
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The 10 best DS ganna 
of 2008 be 
oe 4 The 10 ment anticipat 
synthPond iphone games of 200! 
A teuch ef music gons a bong ray iphone 


100% Best of 2008 - 
Part 2 Matile 
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MacBook Pro 


News Features Buyers Competitions 
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to innovative original interviews will ensure into our Buyer's Guide, 


Fancy a free new phone, some 


game titles. you're dued in. which you can search by —_ games to play, or even a games 


—— 


genre to find top games. —_ console? Regular compos and our 
Friday Freebie feature will suit you! 


The World’s Number One Mobile & Handheld Games Site 


www.pocketgamer.co.uk 


FIFA O9 ° 


After the disappointment of 
FIFA 08, EA has placed its 
mercurial star player on a strict 
training regime in an effort to 
lose a bit of flab and tone up 
some of its under-developed 
areas — especially control, We 
now have a FIFA game that 
feels like it was designed with 
the N-Gage in mind rather 
than being a hasty adaptation. 


Each table in M 
Pinball Presen 
that you have 
before movin 
next one. It 
hit a bunch 
destroy som 
for example. 
often you'll f 


ile High 
ts a puzzle 
to solve 

9 UP tothe 
might be to 
Of switches or 
& enemies, 
Every so 

ace a boss 

It looks and sounds good 
'S 4 Polished game with — 


Despite this, there are 
problems — passing is still a 
slightly haphazard affair, and the good connectiy; 

Al feels incomplete on occasion. _ Like p sitnple contra vity and 
So while this particular player looks leaner and fitter than just two 

he did last season, he's left on the fringes of the first team. The only problem ; left and r 

dogged determin, ioe 
High Pinball 5O Sti 


ation reap 
ck with it. 


World Series of Poker 


Pro Challenge 


World Series of Poker: Pro Challenge plays a mean game of 
poker — one of the best we've seen, in fact. Texas Hold 
‘Em is the game, with a 
choice of Limit, Pot Limit and 
No Limit variants. 
The games are head-to-head 
matches, where you play an 
individual rather than a table 
of six, and a ‘Tilt meter’ that 
fills up when you do well 
shows your opponents’ tells. 
All good stuff. Sadly, though, 
there's just not a lot here — 
it’s great fun, but limiited. 


Stuck for which N-Gage game you want to buy? Be stuck no longer! Here’s a 
complete list of all the games you can currently purchase for your Nokia handset. 


BOUNCE BOING VOYAGE 


SNAKES SUBSONIC 
TETRIS 
BLOCK BREAKER DELUXE 


BOOM BLOX 


BND PME FALLEN IDOL 


METAL GEAR SOLID MOBILE 


ONE 


STAR WARS: 
THE FORCE UNLEASHED 


BROTHERS IN ARMS 
SPACE IMPACT KAPPA BASE 


RESIDENT EVIL: DEGENERATION 


HOOKED ON: 
CREATURES OF THE DEEP 
FIFA O8 


FIFA OF 


PRO SERIES GOLF 


RESET GENERATION 


ASPHALT 3; STREET RULES 


Nokia 
Nokia 
EA Mobile 
Gameloft 
EA Mobile 


Nokia 


Konami 
Nokia 

THO Wireless 
Gameloft 
Nokia 


Capcom 


Nokio 
EA Mobile 


EA Mobile 


Nokia 


Gameloft 


Nokia 


CAFE SOLITAIRE 12 PACK 
DOGZ 

MIDNIGHT POOL 

THE SIMS. 2: PETS 

MILE HIGH PINBALL 
WORLD SERIES OF POKER 


BRAIN CHALLENGE 


NGaGce 


Digital Chocolate 
Gameloft 
Gameloft 

EA Mobile 

Nokia 

Glu 


Gameloft 


A brilliant, bouncy, racing-garr Putier, in which you guide your 
blob through ever more fendi els, 


A (barre title that sees you slithering around a 3D world chomping 
power-upa. It full of great ideas but doesn't quite succeed. 


The best puzzle game of afl time com N-Gage, and it’s a corker 
complete with the ability mite post your scores tO N-Gage Arena. 


An excellent Beokeut clone — bat a ball at breakable bricks, and pick up 
power ups along the way. Hugely addictive. 


That block-breaking game from Steven Spielberg, of all people, makes 
the Wrap fron Will with aplonnts, 


Amusing, wellaritten point-and-click pulp noir adventure with a great 
cartoony style. 


A tenrifec N-Gage version of Konamis sneak-‘em-up. ht may be chort, but 
iS very. very sweet, 

Greathtakingly detailed beat-em-up that sports excellent controts and 
amazing vivuals. 


An innavative action game thal sees you take control of Darth Vader's 
Secret Apprentice 


A great-looking World War || shooter, but one thats rather dow and 
lacking in variety. 


An insanely difficult but eventually rewancing and brillianth 
entertaining shoot-\em-up. 


All the horror of the fesidenr Evi series comes to your Nokia handset in 
beildant fashion. Gon't play it with the lights off, 


A-compelling fishing sim that welds an RPG-like stractute onto some 
fine rod and reel action. 


A perfectly respectable game of football but one thats a bit too slow: 
and a bit too Fidcily. 


Looking leaner and fitter this season, but still an the fringes of the first 
team. 


A pretty serious golf game that suceeeds in creating an encompassing 
sin that fans will devour. 


Asimply amacing slice of cartoon strategy - takes while to lean how to 
play, But it’s ari Indtant classic, 


A great driving game that’s an excellent showcase for your N-Gage 
handset - it looks good and drives fast 


A futuristic racer with weapons that looks incredible, complete with a 
great online mode, 


Knockabout cartoon racer in which everyones fawourite marsupial 
hares around in a kart, hurling power-ups at all and sundry. Great fun. 


As competent and comprehensive a representation of Solitaire as you 
could want 


A slow pet simulator that sadly doount have much in the way of 
gameplay 


Avfine slice of pool, with plenty of different modes, although it lacks 
personality. 


The dogs looks great, but there's sadly not that much to dio in this pet 
pampering game. 


A fine translation of pinball fun, but ir’s alvo rock hard and rather 
frustrating. 


A perfectly pleasant lice of poker, but annoyingly short af options and 
varlety. 


Train your brain in four dilfersnt categories — Logic, Memory, Math and 
VWinwall, Fun but 


You won't believe this is running 
ona mobile phone - ONE 
sports some of the most im- 
pressive graphics we've seen. 


“ASPHALT 3: 
STREET RULES 


POCKCTGSMCR & 


Hi-octane racing action that 
sucks you right into the action 
— looks incredible, moves like a 
greased cheetah. 


Top-down shoot-em-up that 
fills your handset’s screen with 
the most insane explosions and 
special effects. 


<a Unleashed themes 


_ Star Wars: The Force 


Operator 
» er 


© Anka Mann 


There's nothing cooler than throwing Stormtroopers 
against walls with the power of the Force — unless it’s 
throwing Stormtroopers against walls with the power of 
the Force while playing as Darth Vader's ‘Secret 
Apprentice’. Because that’s what you do in the excellent 
Star Wars: The Force Unleashed (reviewed back on page 25) 
- and if you want to personalise your Nokia handset to 
reflect the Dark Side of the Force, you’re in luck. 

Simply head on over to www.ngagetheforce.com, click on 
the ‘Media and Downloads’ tab at the top right, and you 
can download two distinct themes to your handset — Darth 
Vader or Clone Trooper — which will transform your mobile 
into a Star Wars-themed thing of wonder. Lovely! 


GO TO: www.ngagetheforce.com | 


Get a little more 
from N-Gage 
with themes, 
wallpapers an 
pulse-racing 
virtual pranks! 


f 


s Messaging Contacts 


Need for Spe 


— Menu 


Undercover BE 


themes an 
wallpapers 


Looking forwards to Electronic 


Arts’ upcoming N-Gage version of a S 


Need for Speed Undercover? Of 

course you are. It’s going to provide 
more rubber-burning, tyre-squealing, 
powersliding racing fun for your N- 
Gage compatible handset than you can 
possibly imagine. 

And*so, to get inte the spirit of the 
game, why not festoon your Nokia mobile 
with Need’For Speed themes? Head on over 
to www.n-gagenfsundercover.com and 
you'll be able to do just that - and not only 
that, you can download Need For Speed 
Undercover wallpapers for your PC, too. 
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If music be the food of love, play on, a wise man once wrote - 
and with Nokia’s Music Store you can play on all day long. 
From it, you can download songs from a choice of 

millions, by all your favourite artists — and free 30- 

second snippets let you preview tracks you might 

like. Head over to www.nokia.com and download 

Nokia Music for free! 


And not only that, you can also tune into 
Nokia Internet Radio to enjoy stations 
from all over the world, download 
podcasts and even tune into FM 

radio stations from your city. 


3 Now playing 


Winyts 


See Me Alive 
The Winyls 
ic handset, you d pe aaty 
Be without your = 


NOKIA 


1:11 pm Options 


favourite music ever again 


Nokia Maps will ensure you'll always 
know where you are, whether you're 
on foot, in the car or on a bike! You 
can download Nokia Maps from 
www.nokia.com, and what you'll get 
is a huge variety of map-based help. 
Depending on your phone, you can 
utilise the Voice-Guided Personal 
Navigator, which comes in very handy 
when in the car — and you can 
download Turn-By-Turn Navigation for : 
a day, a month or a year. It’s up to you. Ewan ia Maps essential! 


There's also Nokia Maps City Guides, so 

no matter where you go on holiday, 

you can be assured of finding your way around (just remember to 
download them before you leave the country!). And with the Sports 
Tracker, you can monitor your exercise route, distance, time, speed and 
even the calories you burn, whether you're cycling or jogging. Neat, eh? 
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Need to stay in touch with friends and business 
contacts? Then your Nokia handset can help, as you 
can access up to six different existing email 
accounts. Now you're not bound to the office - 
you can work wherever and whenever you like. 


; And then there's Ovi, which allows you to 
Aga share photos, videos and other media by 
posting them from your mobile straight 
to your photo sharing site, blog or 


This is all just the 
tip of the iceberg 


4 online community. And Nokia Photos 

ea is an application that lets you edit, 
back-up, organise, convert and 

share media. 


by Nokia 


of what your 
Nokia handset 
might be able to 
do. The Nokia 
Download Store 
lets you 
download all 
manner of 
content, Beta Labs 
offers exciting 
new in-progress 
applications, and 
WidSets allows 
you to get your 
favourite web 
content delivered 
straignt to your 
phone. The sky's 
the limit with your 
Nokia handset! 


Nokia N-GaG= 
mobile phones! 


PLAY THE LATEST N-GAGE GAMES 
ON A BRILLIANT NEW HANDSET! 
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So, by now you've hopefully So how can you be in with a chance to win one of these objects of desire? It’s 
read this issue of Your Guide easy — check out the following question, and send your answer via email or 
to N-Gage and realised what post to the addresses below by the closing deadline of 31st May 2009. 


a wonderful world of mobile 
gaming awaits you - and if 
you've already got a Nokia 
handset, we trust you're busy 
downloading such stellar titles 


as Reset Generation and Metal Hooked On: Creatures of the Deep 
Gear Solid Mobile. Reset Generation 
And if you don't yet own an ONE 


N-Gage compatible handset? 
Well, fret not, because a solution 
is at hand - the lovely people WHERE TO SEND YOUR ENTRY 

at Nokia have given us two N96 If you're emailing, send your answer, name and address to nokiangagecompo@pocketgamer.co.uk 
and two N85 handsets, allowing with the subject heading ‘Pocket Gamer N-Gage compo’ Alternatively, you can enter by postcard 


you the chance to win a state- {include name, address and a contact number) to the following address: 
of-the-art mobile phone which ‘Pocket Gamer N-Gage competition’ 

you can play N-Gage games on! eo Led 

It doesn't get much better than Kelston Park, Kelston 

that, people. Bath BA1 9AE 


Terms and conditions apply. Prize image is for illustrative purposes only and details may vary. Editor's decision is final. 
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